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Decor-Rest has been around for 
more than four decades. How 
has furniture design changed 
over the years? Looking back, 
do you see a clear evolution 
in furniture design? The biggest 
evolution I’ve seen since we started Decor-Rest 
in 1972 is that back then, customers wanted 

their furniture to last for a very long time. 
Design and décor was very “proper” with firm 
seating, where everything had to be nice and 
neat and covered. Today, we are much more 
casual in our approach to design. We want 
to redecorate our homes every three to five 
years – we’re much more fashion-oriented with 
our homes. Today, we use furniture. It’s not 
just there as a display. So, naturally, we don’t 
expect furniture to last as long as we once 
expected. Today, we embrace design elements 
like distressed leather, natural markings, etc.  
We are more confident in our design approach. 
We want to live our lives at home, and give it a 
relaxed atmosphere.

What did you want to be 
when you grew up? What 
lead you to running one 
of the most successful 
furniture manufacturing 
facilities in the country? 
I always enjoyed styling and 
merchandising, and I took courses in 
college for that. For a while I worked 
in the retail merchandising industry. 

Christina 
       Marzilli

who she is Christina Marzilli, Co-owner 
and Coo of Decor-Rest Furniture ltd.

why she’s trendy She has spent forty years 
successfully developing and manufacturing 
furniture and has gained recognition 
internationally for her furniture styles.

However, I didn’t always know that I wanted 
to run a business. That was my husband 
Angelo’s idea.  He was already managing an 
upholstery company when we were planning 
to get married, and he was ready for his next 
challenge. So the next step for him was doing it 
on his own. Here we are forty years later!

You’ve seen and manufactured 
every sofa style imaginable but 
I am curious to know which 
style you chose for your living 
room? I love mixing old and new design 
elements. Currently I am mixing the old 
Tuscany traditional style with contemporary 
designs. I just love the old castles in Italy that 

trend talk with

Chair, 7610; Sofa, 7296, Table, 012-5025E; Lamp, 013-0503tl, Decor-Rest, decor-rest.com
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“For our 2013 collection we 
have created a rEAlly 
unIquE CurvEd 

SECTIOnAl-STylE 
SOFA that I’m excited about. 
you start with a wedge, and then 
you can add on as many pieces 

as you like, based on your space, 
to create a circular sofa. It’s 

versatile, and very conversational. 
IT’S pErFECT FOr 
THE CEnTrE OF A 

rOOM.”

continue, but with a playful combination of 
both patterns and various textured fabrics.

What country or area in the 
world did you pull the most 
inspiration from for your 2013 
collection? I would have to say Paris and 
Milan. They do a phenomenal job of combining 
fabrics and mixing styles. We’ve really picked 
up on the “curved” upholstery trend, alongside 
a focus on finishes – we’re showing many more 
light finishes this season.

What words of wisdom can you 
pass along to someone looking 
to redesign their living room? 
I would tell them to ask themselves the 
following questions:

How do you use the living room? I.E. A 
place to relax, a place to entertain, a place to 
consume media?

On average, how many people will be sitting 
in the living room at any given time? (This 
question determines how much and what kind 
of seating you need.)

What are the measurements of your room? 
Accurately measure the furniture and 
upholstery that you want to buy beforehand, to 
make sure they will fit your space nicely.  

What sets Decor-Rest 
apart from other furniture 
manufacturers? It is most definitely 
our team. We have a real passion for what we 
do. There is a lot of craftsmanship within our 
team – a real dedication to our work. Every 
aspect of our upholstery is hand-made, and we 
take great pride in what we do. Our products 
reflect that.

are filled with beautiful modern furnishings. I 
love that look! you have to work hard to make 
two styles work together, but once you’ve 
mastered it, it really pays off.

How would you define 
“Canadian Design” style? 
Europeans like firm, contemporary 
styles. Americans like big, deep and soft 
“marshmallow-like” upholstery. Canadians, in 
contrast, prefer a transitional style. We’re not 
keen on the uber-casual, wrinkled seating that’s 
so popular in the States, for example. rather, 
we like tailored, well-made, classic styles. 
That’s quintessentially Canadian design.

Talk to us about the biggest 
trend in furniture design. I would 
have to say, it’s about not only mixing different 
styles and finishes, but also correlating 
different fabrics too. It’s about finding different 
designs that complement each other, and 
achieving a harmonious balance between them.  
Today, you don’t want to have a sofa, loveseat 
and armchair all in the same fabric and finishes. 
you want to start with a sofa, then bring in 
accent chairs that are different, and introduce 
another piece that’s different. Matching is out. 
Complementary design is in.

What trendy fabric patterns 
and colours can we expect to 
see in the coming year? One of 
the biggest trends in fabric is the mixing of 
various patterns and textures. Throw pillows on 
a sofa for example will feature a combination 
of the following patterns, that all harmoniously 
work together under a common colour scheme: 
stripes, florals, geometric patterns, flame 
stitching and solids. next year, this trend will 

my living room

“the best advice I’ve received: good 
desIgn need not be 
expensIve...” 

Sofa, 7760 sectional, Decor-Rest, decor-rest.com

2384 Fabric Round Sectional, Decor-Rest, decor-rest.com

my inspiration



Evelyn Eshun 
www.evelyneshun.com

our idea book ENTER TO WIN  

THIS LOOk  
and give your living 
room a makeover! 

Visit 
Canadianhometrends.com  

for contest details

It’s got to have style! the arms of  
a sofa can dictate the style of  a furniture 
piece. Different shapes reflect different 

furniture styles. Create a successful 
designer space by choosing furniture that 

mimics the style of  the room. For instance, 
squared arms on a sofa or chair work 

nicely in a contemporary or transitional 
living room, while curved arms dictate a 

more traditional look.

Let’s put the fab back in fabric! 
You can never go wrong with a neutral 

fabric. It’s a classic choice that will make 
your furniture investment last the sands of  
time. For a more daring look, pair a neutral 
sofa with colourful or patterned cushions. 

You can also accent this look with a 
vibrant accent chair. When selecting fabric, 

be sure to carefully browse through the 
many fabric options and find the perfect 

fabric that will suit your needs. 

Furniture

Size Matters! the scale and 
proportion of  the fixture will affect the 
overall look of  the room. the rule of  
thumb is to add the room’s width and 
length in feet, then replace the total 

increment with inches. this will give us an 
approximate width of  the fixture required 
to be in scale with the size of  the room. 
For instance a ten foot (length) by ten 

foot (width) room will give us a total sum 
of  twenty feet (length + width). once 
the sum is calculated, replace the word 

feet with inches. In this case, it gives us a 
final measurement of  twenty inches as the 
optimal width of  the room’s light fixture. 

Would You Like a Lamp with 
that Fixture?  Changing floor lamps 
and table lamps is one of  the most cost 

effective ways to give a room a new look. 
think of  a lamp as an accessory that adds 

visual interest, colour and texture to a 
room’s design. Look for a stunning fabric 
used on a shade or an architectural detail 

on the base of  a lamp. If  you are at a loss, 
consult the in-store staff. they have a 

wealth of  knowledge and are always eager 
to suggest popular selections. 

Lighting

Marc’s  
Décor 
Tips CEILING FIxTuRE 

Lucia Collection by Feiss 
living lighting 

livinglighting.com 

TAbLE LAMp 
Mercury Glass by kichler 
living lighting 
livinglighting.com 

SOFA 
2288 Slip Cover 

Decor-Rest 
livinglighting.com 

TAbLES 
kelisha 

Decor-Rest 
decor-rest.com 

RuG, Erratic Area Rug,  
weaver & loom, weaverandloom.com


