
The story of the Marzilli family is an inspiring tale of

warmth, love, passion, commitment and persistence.  There have

been changes in the world’s economies to confront, but the Marzillis

never lost their focus on the joy and importance of each day and

the brilliant promise of the future.

Angelo Marzilli is the eldest child of Arcangelo and

Bambina Marzilli, a traditional farming family.  As a little boy, Angelo

combined school studies with working in his family’s fields during

harvest time.  Often the crop was not sufficient.  In 1960, his father

made the difficult decision to immigrate to Toronto, Canada.  For

three years Arcangelo worked in the construction trade, carefully

saving his money.   He then sent for Bambina and Angelo, now 15

years old, to join him. Campobasso is one of the coldest areas in

Southern Italy, and the frequent winter snowfalls might have helped

to prepare the family for the Canadian climate.

Angelo spoke no English, and he spent six perplexing

months at a Toronto school before recognizing his personal vision.

He joined the furniture industry and focused his creative strengths

on developing the skills of a master upholsterer.

Christina, born in the same Campobasso village, is the

daughter of Salvatore and Michela Prioriello and, in similar circum-

stances, the family came to Canada when Christina and her

brother, Pasquale, were small children. Angelo knew that Christina

would become his life partner and, with their shared instincts for

quality, fashion and value, the couple began immediately to visu-

alize, plan and implement their future together and start an uphol-

stery manufacturing company.  In May, 1972, Decor-Rest

Chesterfield was registered.  

They were married on Angelo’s birthday, September 9,

1972. Angelo and Christina spent their honeymoon at High Point,

North Carolina, visiting all the showrooms. They embraced the

same commitment and goal, to create fine products they and their

customers would be proud to have in their own homes.  

The Marzillis rented their first 4,000 square foot factory

on Wabash Avenue, Toronto and, within two years, employed more

than 20 craftspeople.  Christina’s skills in retail merchandising, vi-

sual display and accounting complemented Angelo’s craftsman-

ship.  Business was excellent and, in 1976, he rented a 20,000

square foot complex on Floral Parkway. Their staff grew to 35.  

Angelo and Christina’s management skills sharpened,

they reinvested their profits in the company, lived a modest life,

watched pennies and overheads, always waited until they could af-

ford the next move. It was in 1980 that Angelo fulfilled his ambition

to buy, not rent, Decor-Rest’s next corporate home on Milvan Drive.

As the business grew, it became a family affair.  Raised

in the business, their daughter, Natalie, was born in 1973, son Angelo JR in 1975. Said Natalie, “We

were always part of Decor-Rest, at first there were playpens in the boardroom.  Later we brought our

homework and books to what became, after work hours, the family’s pleasant living/dining room, every-

one talking and enjoying one another’s company.  Christina added a university student to our group

to teach us French and Italian.”

In 1994, the Marzillis expanded again, another milestone, to a more than 25,000 square

foot facility at Signet Drive.  Although they were innovative about creating additional space, their vision

was still on the move when they bought land on Chrislea Road, Woodbridge, their ultimate dream lo-

cation.  When the vision became reality with the construction of The Showplace in 2000, a Millennium

landmark, their space increased to 225,000 square feet, incorpo-

rating the plant, business offices and two floors of superb show-

rooms and meeting rooms.  The craftspeople and administrative

staff grew to more than 250 committed people.

Said Angelo JR, “Decor-Rest’s proudly Canadian mar-

keting reach, with our team of 30 representatives, extended now

to the United States, Asia, Northern Europe, the Caribbean and the

Middle East.  In 1995, we opened an 8,000 square foot showroom

in High Point, North Carolina, to serve our international buyers.”  

“Our direction has matured exponentially over the

decades, the result of our family’s passion for excellence and An-

gelo and Christina’s focus on research, leading edge design, fine

craftsmanship and advanced technology.  Their dedication has

been recognized by the furniture industry with more national Trillium

Awards than any other upholstery company for superiority of prod-

uct design and marketability.  Our corporate family has been

strengthened with of our Associate Designers, Steven and Chris

and Cobi Ladner, who have added their creativity to Decor-Rest’s

unique appeal.”

In keeping with sustainability and ecological aware-

ness, green initiatives have been introduced on the factory floor.

Steel springs are recycled and soya-based foam is incorporated

into meticulously fashioned cushioning.  Waste is reduced by min-

imizing packaging and streamlining all aspects of manufacturing.

And Decor-Rest’s legendary top quality is guaranteed, working

within the ISO 9001-2008 quality, state-of-the-art management sys-

tem.

Natalie defined the heart of Decor-Rest.  “Angelo and

Christina have developed into wonderful mentors, not only to my

brother and me, but also to their six grandchildren.  Their ability to

juggle family obligations to their children and grandchildren while,

at the same time creating space for themselves, each other and

their highly successful business, fascinates us all, each day.  To

what do we attribute this magic?  The same as always, hard work,

dedication and a passion for what we do.  And, of course, to put

fun into everything!  I love and enjoy each and every day.”

Angelo JR added, “We all look with excitement, confi-

dence and commitment to the future.  The Decor-Rest family will

continue to focus on integrity, quality, hands-on day-to-day attention

to detail, innovative design and creativity, extraordinary service and

a passion for growth.  Every single piece of furniture that we pro-

duce is, and always will be, ‘built by our family for your family’ for

the decades to come.”

“And that’s a promise!”

Available at Fine Retailers Worldwide

511 Chrislea Road, Woodbridge, Ontario

www.decor-rest.com

THE FIRST 40 YEARS

Decor-Rest founders Angelo and Christina Marzilli are

still leading the company, 40 years later. 

In Decor-Rest current line, the connections sectional is

available in contemporary and traditional styling with

arm, leg and finish options, in leather or fabric.

Product made in the early goings of Decor-Rest were a

little different than they are today.
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